[Gemcitabine is an effective single agent for the treatment of advanced biliary tract cancer].
Gemcitabine, a novel nucleoside analogue, has shown broad clinical activity in a variety of malignant tumors and is currently used for the treatments of non-small-cell lung cancer and pancreatic cancer in Japan. Based on the clinical results obtained in the early clinical trials in other locates, the safety profile was also established. Recently, the clinical usefulness of gemcitabine against advanced biliary tract cancer was approved in Japan. This means an important effective drug was developed against a well-known drug-refractory malignant neoplasm in Japan.